MALE, aged 45, complains of a " scraping noise " in his right ear, which began about twelve years ago and has been almost constant ever since. The patient attributes it to a chill which followed a long cycle run, and he states that the character of the noise has varied very little since he first noticed it. Hearing in both ears is practically normal, and there is no marked pathological condition in the meatus, nose, or nasopharynx. Sleep is much disturbed and his general health is impaired. The murmur can be heard if the observer places his ear close to the right ear of the patient. With the otoscope the murmur is very distinctly heard and is synchronous with the pulse. Pressure applied over the carotid artery controls it.
A Case of Audible Tinnitus. By ALEXANDER SHARP, F.R.C.S.Ed.
A. D., MALE, aged 45, complains of a " scraping noise " in his right ear, which began about twelve years ago and has been almost constant ever since. The patient attributes it to a chill which followed a long cycle run, and he states that the character of the noise has varied very little since he first noticed it. Hearing in both ears is practically normal, and there is no marked pathological condition in the meatus, nose, or nasopharynx. Sleep is much disturbed and his general health is impaired. The murmur can be heard if the observer places his ear close to the right ear of the patient. With the otoscope the murmur is very distinctly heard and is synchronous with the pulse. Pressure applied over the carotid artery controls it.
Listening with the stethoscope it may be noted: (1) That the murmur is heard very distinctly over the right mastoid process and over the right temporal region; (2) that it is also heard distinctly over the same areas on the left side, although the patient does not hear it in the left ear; (3) that it is heard over any part of the cranium, diminishing as one approaches the middle line.
Sneezing, coughing, or inflation of the middle ear causes a momentary cessation of the sound.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said the general opinion was that such cases were best left alone.
Dr. H. J. DAVIS asked whether the man had ever had medical treatment.
He had found big doses of hydrobromic acid and nux vomica gave more relief than anything. He did not think giving iodide of potassium or salicylate of soda did very much good. Patients with tinnitus were always depressed, and the last-named drugs only depressed them more.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT asked whether Mr. Sharp had tried the effect of compression of the vertebral arteries at the appropriate points at the back of the neck. If so, and it gave relief, it would be well to apply little pads of cork at the spots, and put a bandage round to keep them in place. Mr Examination of nose by anterior rhinoscopy: The nostrils are narrow and the inferior turbinals are hypertrophied, especially the posterior ends. No signs of polypus formation. Examination of nasopharynx by posterior rhinoscopy: Presenting at the orifice of the left Eustachian tube is easily seen a round, smooth,
